READ THIS BRIEF IF…
• You are interested in the institutional evolution and current state of REDD+ social safeguards.
• You want to understand how different countries are approaching and developing policy around REDD+ social safeguards.
• You are designing a REDD+ SIS, or are concerned with how REDD+ safeguards will be measured, reported and verified.
• The decentralized nature of REDD+ implementation in Brazil and Indonesia has allowed for innovation and progress on social safeguard-related issues.
• Countries need greater guidance from the international community on the use of appropriate indicators, data collection methods, and reporting frameworks.
• There is a tension between national-scale reporting on social safeguards and provision of high-quality and timely data that reflect realities on the ground.
• Funding prospects for supporting Safeguard Information Systems (SIS) are very limited; national governments need to design low-cost, rigorous and sustainable strategies for measurement, reporting and verification (MRV) of REDD+ social safeguards.
• International consensus on whether additional guidance for SIS will be provided is expected at the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Conference of the Parties (COP) in Lima.
Since early forest carbon projects were implemented in the mid-1990s, there has been interest in the social impacts of forest-based climate mitigation (Caplow et al. 2011) (Table 1) . At the UNFCCC COP in Cancun, seven safeguards were articulated (UNFCCC 2011). The intention of these safeguards is for the international community to provide guidance on the what, how and when of monitoring REDD+ projects and programs outside the domain of carbon MRV. Ensuring a positive impact from REDD+ on governance, participation, tenure, indigenous rights, and environmental and social co-benefits is believed to be fundamental to the success of REDD+. We analyzed data from the Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) Global Comparative Study on REDD (GCS-REDD) to explore multi-level policy dialogues, processes and actions on core aspects of REDD+ social safeguards and consider their relationship to the development of national-level safeguard systems. We focused on three countries with relatively well-advanced REDD+ programs: Brazil, Indonesia and Tanzania. We conducted a qualitative comparative analysis using the following data sources from the GCS-REDD:
REDD+
• country-level media analysis drawing primarily on coverage in major print newspapers and interviews with journalists • country-level policy analyses of national policy context, dialogue, stakeholders and actions surrounding REDD+ social safeguards based on gray literature and interviews with key informants
• interviews with proponents of subnational REDD+ initiatives to learn about local-level experience and actions related to REDD+ social safeguards ( Figure 1 ).
We reviewed evidence and examples of dialogue, processes and actions related to REDD+ social safeguards at jurisdictional level (i.e. national or subnational) by country and by safeguard (Table  2) . Specifically, we focused on key actors engaged in safeguardrelated processes, and their concerns and actions. We reviewed media discourse in the same way-looking not only at what was said, but who said it. Given that most subnational REDD+ initiatives are still in the early stages of implementation in most countries, proponents focused effort on free, prior and informed consent (FPIC), increasing awareness about climate change and REDD+, and engaging local communities in initiative design. • Large-scale actors in competing sectors (e.g. agriculture and mining) have a strong voice in REDD+ debates in Brazil and Indonesia. Harmonizing land use policy in a way that ensures no harm is done to local people is a challenge.
• Tanzania has weakly articulated how social safeguards will be operationalized. Their top-down approach has limitations compared to decentralized systems in Brazil and Indonesia.
• Recognition of tenure and carbon rights are stumbling blocks for REDD+ social safeguards, particularly in Indonesia and Tanzania.
